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Main Article 
Prop making is a versatile and creative field that serves a broad spectrum of industries. 
Each sector presents unique demands and challenges that require specific skills, 
knowledge, and techniques. 

Here, we explore how prop making varies between film, theatre, and events, highlighting the 

distinct requirements and obstacles encountered in each. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Film Props 

 

In the film industry, the realism and detail of props are very important. Props must withstand 

close-up shots and high-definition scrutiny, necessitating careful craftsmanship and realistic 

finishes. Materials are chosen not only for their aesthetic qualities but also for their durability, as 

film props often endure rigorous use on set. For instance, a prop sword used in an action-packed 

British historical drama must look authentic to the period and withstand choreographed combat 

scenes. 

 

Challenges in film prop making include the tight deadlines often dictated by shooting schedules 

and the need for multiples of the same item to account for breakages or different stages of 'wear' 

throughout the film. Additionally, prop makers must often work closely with special effects 

teams to integrate technology, such as embedded electronics for interactive props. 

 

 

 



 

 

Theatre Props 

 

Theatre prop making prioritises durability and functionality, as items are typically used 

repeatedly over long runs of a production. Unlike film, theatre props need to look convincing 

from the distance of the audience, which allows for broader strokes in the design and finishing 

techniques. Materials must be lightweight for quick scene changes and sometimes oversized to 

be visible from the back rows. 

 



One challenge in theatre is the need for props to be versatile and often multi-functional, as 

backstage space is limited. A single prop might need to serve several purposes within a show, 

such as a bookshelf that turns into a hidden door. Another consideration is the speed of repairs 

and alterations. Props might need to be adjusted or fixed quickly between performances. 

Event Props 

 

Prop making for events such as exhibitions, trade shows, and public displays leans heavily 

towards creating impactful, eye-catching pieces that attract attention and communicate messages 

instantly. Durability is still important, but the focus often shifts towards aesthetics and the ability 

to draw in an audience. Props may be designed to interact with visitors, incorporating elements 

such as touch-activated sounds or lights. 

 



Challenges here include the scale of props, which can be much larger to fill expansive event 

spaces. Transportability is also a key concern, as props may need to be designed in sections for 

easy assembly and disassembly at different venues. Additionally, because events are often 

temporary, materials and construction methods may need to be cost-effective while still 

achieving a high-impact visual appeal. 

 

while the core skills of prop making are applicable across film, theatre, and events, the specifics 

of the craft can vary widely. A successful prop maker must adapt to the diverse needs of these 

industries, combining artistic talent with practical problem-solving to create items that not only 

look the part but perform flawlessly in their intended environment. 

While the core skills of prop making are applicable across film, theatre, and events, the specifics 

of the craft can vary widely. A successful prop maker must adapt to the diverse needs of these 

industries, combining artistic talent with practical problem-solving to create items that not only 

look the part but perform flawlessly in their intended environment. 

If you're looking for bespoke props crafted with care, explore our work at Spur 

Creative and contact us to see how we can bring your vision to life. 

https://www.spurcreative.co.uk/projects/category/all
https://www.spurcreative.co.uk/about-us
https://www.spurcreative.co.uk/about-us
https://www.spurcreative.co.uk/contact

